HIDDEN HISTORIES OF WOMEN

Women & Culture

The Americas and Beyond
Study & Seminar Guide

Who gets to define knowledge?

RECOVER ¢ CONTEXTUALIZE ¢ QUESTION ¢ RESTORE
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About This Volume

Women & Culture argues that culture and survival cannot be separated. It centers women’s labor, ceremony, kinship,
language, ecological knowledge, art, economy, and resistance while examining how colonial systems disrupted the
relationships through which knowledge moved. The volume also makes positionality part of its method: recovery
requires attention not only to what can be learned, but to what an outside researcher has the right to interpret,
describe, or circulate.

Questions to Carry Through the Book

e How does a society change when power is measured through care, continuity, and kinship rather than
domination?

e What happens when colonial categories misrecognize living systems of knowledge as primitive, domestic,
informal, or superstitious?

e How can scholars recover histories without claiming ownership over knowledge that is not theirs?

e What does reclamation look like when culture is living rather than merely historical?

Frameworks for Study

e anthropology and positionality

e Indigenous and community knowledge authority
e colonial classification and epistemic violence

e material culture and embodied knowledge

e matrilineal and relational systems of power

e cultural continuity, reclamation, and repatriation

How to Use This Guide

Use the questions for seminar discussion, independent study, museum or library programming, or as prompts for
short research responses. The purpose is not to produce one approved interpretation, but to test historical
narratives against evidence, context, omission, and competing forms of authority.
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Seminar Questions: Culture, Power, Continuity

1. The volume proposes that culture and survival are the same story. What evidence supports that claim?
2. How does defining power as the capacity to sustain alter conventional political history?

3. What forms of women'’s labor become visible when care, food production, textiles, teaching, healing, and ceremony
are treated as infrastructure?

4. Why have matrilineal or relational governance systems often been described as exceptions rather than evidence of
human political diversity?

5. How did boarding schools and child removal target mechanisms of cultural transmission as well as individual
children?

6. What is the historical significance of the grandmother-granddaughter relationship in the volume?

7. How can material practices - weaving, pottery, seed keeping, food preparation - function as archives?

8. When does museum preservation protect culture, and when can it reproduce extraction?

9. What is the difference between cultural survival and cultural stasis?

10. How should researchers approach ceremonies or knowledge that communities do not intend for publication?
11. What does positionality require beyond a statement in an author’s note?

12. How do colonial economic categories make women’s work disappear statistically or conceptually?

13. What does the book mean by reclamation, and how is it different from reenactment or nostalgia?

14. How do contemporary language, land, art, and seed movements complicate the idea that colonization belongs
only to the past?

15. What responsibilities follow from learning a history of cultural disruption if the communities described are still
engaged in recovery?
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Working With the Evidence

The volume explicitly acknowledges both obligation and limitation: it draws on scholarship and community voices
while recognizing that some stories, ceremonies, and knowledge are not available for outside interpretation. That
boundary is itself part of the historical method.

1. Choose a chapter that relies on written colonial records. What might the record reveal unintentionally about the
people it attempted to classify?

2. Compare an institutional archive with an embodied or material form of knowledge in the book. What can each
preserve that the other cannot?

3. How does the author’s positionality statement change the way you evaluate interpretation and authority in the text?

4. When community knowledge conflicts with an outside scholarly taxonomy, what should count as expertise?

5. How can a historian acknowledge irretrievable loss without filling silence with an invented reconstruction?

The Hidden Histories Method

RECOVER - Identify the people, labor, knowledge, or experiences pushed outside the conventional frame.
CONTEXTUALIZE - Examine the institutions, beliefs, material conditions, and power structures that produced the
absence.

QUESTION - Ask how the inherited narrative became authoritative and what evidence it privileges.

RESTORE - Return documented lives and contributions to the larger historical account without inventing what the
record cannot support.
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Case Studies for Closer Examination

Choose one or more cases and return to the book’s notes and bibliography. Ask not only what happened, but how the
story was preserved, categorized, credited, or forgotten.

Boarding schools and child removal
Analyze the destruction of language, kinship, gendered learning, and intergenerational transmission as a coordinated
cultural consequence rather than only an educational history.

Matrilineal governance
Compare societies in which women’s authority operated through clan, lineage, land, or consensus with Western
political definitions centered on domination.

Market women and economic power
Examine markets as economic, social, political, and information networks rather than reducing women’s participation
to informal labor.

Art as testimony
Study arpilleras, weaving, pottery, murals, or performance as forms that can preserve violence, identity, and
community memory.

Reclamation and return
Consider language revitalization, ceremony, repatriation, land stewardship, and seed keeping as living practices rather
than symbolic recovery.
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Across the Hidden Histories Constellation

This volume can stand alone. It can also be read beside Sara Madden’s related fiction, where the same historical
problem is approached through speculative investigation and Rewoven fairy-tale narrative. The genres do different
work and should not be treated as interchangeable forms of evidence.

HISTORY

Women & Culture provides the anthropological and historical lens for questions of cultural continuity, colonial
classification, land, labor, and community authority.

CONSPIRACY
The Nineteenth Node: A Celestial Conspiracy asks how knowledge can be observed, absorbed, renamed,
standardized, and separated into categories such as astronomy and “ethnoastronomy.”

REWOVEN FAIRY TALE

The Name the Earth Remembered uses the imaginative language of a Rewoven fairy tale to explore land, identity,
memory, cultural inheritance, and what survives when official systems fail to recognize it.

Comparative Questions
1. How does the nonfiction volume change the way you interpret classification in The Nineteenth Node?

2. Across the three works, what forms of knowledge are held in bodies, land, objects, relationships, or repeated
practice rather than texts?

3. Who has standing to interpret knowledge in each genre?

4. What can fictional narrative reveal about cultural loss that scholarship must approach differently?
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Research Pathways

Use the volume’s citations and bibliography as the starting point. A strong extension project should distinguish primary
evidence, secondary interpretation, and later cultural memory.

e Indigenous methodologies and community-based research
e boarding-school and residential-school histories

e matrilineality, kinship, and relational governance

e women’sinformal and cooperative economies

e material culture as knowledge and archive

e language revitalization and cultural reclamation

e repatriation, museums, and community authority

Final Seminar Question
What changes when the people once treated as subjects of history are
recognized as authorities over their own knowledge?

The goal is not to rewrite history. It is to widen the frame.
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